HE
SOCIETY

The Southern Garden His-
tory Sodiety was founded
in carly 1982 as an out-
growth of a continuing
series of conferences at Old
Salem. North Carolina on
“Restoring Southern  Gar-
dens and Landscapes. is
purpose is to promoic the
study of the history of land-

scapes, gardening and hor-
ticulture in the South, collahoraling with the American
Horticutlural Society and other similar organizations in
the tinited States and ahroad which have the same oh-
jectives of preservation and restoration.

The Society endeavors 10 locate and index relevant
materials. lis plans include the establishment of a
library housing documents, plans. designs, drawings.,
catalogs. papers. photographs and slides connected
with ihe: study of southern garden  history. The
geographic area which the Socicty encompasses in-
cludes Alabhama, Arkansas, Disirict of Columbia,
Florida., Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana,  Maryland.
Mississippi. North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee,
Texas, Virginia, and West Virginia.

Mcmhership dues are 815 yearly. An annual meeting
will be held each Spring, in a different part of the, South,
10 receive repons of research and projects of memhers,
10 hear lecres and 1o visil gardens of historic impor-
1ance in the vicinity.

For more information, write:
Southern Garden History Society
Old Salem. Inc.
Drawer F, Salem Station
winston-Satem. North Carolina 27108
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EGISTRATION

A fee of $125.00 covers all conference events
listed. Registrations are limited and will be accepted in
the order received. The deadline for reservations is
March 1, 1986. No refunds will be made for cancellations
after March 5, 1986.

If space is availahle. laie registration is accepted with
an additional $15.00 fee. Pleasc fill out the enclosed
registration card and mail it as soon as you can.

The. motel arrangements are not included in registra-
tion. There are scveral nicc molcls in the area. These
arrangements are left up to you.

All meals listed on the schedule are included. Meals for
Sunday arc not included and you must arrange for
these on your own,

Local registranis are asked to plan on taking their cars
instead of riding the buses. Bus spaccs arc rescrved for
ot of lown registrants needing transporalion.

RANSPORTATION
ARRANGEMENTS

A word of warning: Monigomery isn't the casiest place
in the world to fly into. Driving is 1o be preferred.

Montgomery is serviced by Delta. Republic, Eastern
Metro Express and Atlantic Southeast Airlines (ASA).
Their schedules can be very restrictive. Be sure to
check on flights before you decide. If your time is
limited. you may want 1o fly inlo Atlanta and renl a car.
we are three howurs driving time from Atlanta cown In-
terstate 85.

There is free limousine service from our airpon to he
hotel, hur you musi arrange this for yourself. A day or
so ahcad, call 1-205-288-2800, ask for the flesk mana-
ger and give him all of the information.

If you need transportation while in Montgomery for the
optional tours, check the squarc on the registration
card.

CHEDULE
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The Spring Mceting will be held a1 the Governar's House Holel
and Conlerence Center. 2705 East South Blvd.. Monigomery, Alabama
on March 14-16, 19R6.

FRIDAY
All Day
&:N0 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

SATURDAY
R:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m.

Noon
3:00 p.m.

Night

SUNDAY
Morning

Noon

Twa individual driving tours:
1} 20 gardens. old and new, in three acighborhoods
{2) Histarical driving tour of the cily

Sociat Hour, Fducational Displays, Cash Rar -
Senate Room. Govemnor's House fiotel

Opening Banquet - Capitol Room
Welcome

Program Speakers:

“Alahama - Fer Successive waties of Deoclopment™
hr. Edwin . Bridges. Director, Alabama Department of
Archives and History

“Fine Tuning the Period Gardlen™
George R, Stritikus, County Aggent, Monigomery County,
Alabama Cooperative Extension Service

Breaklast 1vufler - Capilol Room
Speaker:
“A Brief Histong of the Magazine and ihe
Gardens Picitiredd in i1
broJohn A, Floyd, W Edilor, Sotthern Living
Maqgazine: Classics
Business Meeting

Board Buses for Tours
Thigpen-ill Garden, Governor's Mansion Garden
Hult Street Nistoric District <“Hullabatoo™,
Ordeman Shaw Complex, Grange 1all Exbibit:
“Alabarria - Her Peaple, Houses, and Gardens''
Box Lunch an br. Givhan's, Rest Break
Hoard Buses tor Millbrook Excursion
Peyton Bibh 1ouse {cir. 18200, “Lanark™ -
L itey Hills Home, Jobn Weekiey Native
Azaltea Colledtion, Jasmine 1ill Gardens

Supper at Jasmine 1l Gardens

Repeat of Friday s optional 1ours

for those who missed them

prive 1o Lowndeshoro for tour of “Rosewood™
Lowndesboro Pilgrimage - Tour of Homes
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REVIEW OF

THE MEETING

we believe we have put wgeiher an exciling 4ih Annual Meeing of the
Southern Gardening Hislory Society, here in the ““Cradle ol the Con-
jederacy.” I has enough fiexibility 10 fin everybody's schedules and
enough diversity o appeal 10 everybody's inleresis.

Our meeting headquaners is the newly decoraled Govermnur's House
Holel and Conlerence Cenier on our Southem Bypass. we will have a
registration table sei up in ihe lobby all day Friday for your convenience.

FRIDAY

Alhough our mneeting doesn’t begin uniil Friday evening, we encourage
you 10 cume eardier and take advatnage of iwo opiional driving ours.

one is a Hisiorical bnving Tour of Downiown Monigomery . Fuinilre
bulls are encouraged 10 slop and ake a lree wur of ihe Fiist while House
ol 1he Conlederacy. Buili in 1840, many of ihe rovins are armranged just as
Mrs. Davis direaied, using much of the fuiniluie belonging w ihe iy
This whiie, llalianate, iwo-Siory house contains many viher personal ar-
lifaais of the Davis', all channingly and rasiciully displayed under the
curalorship ol Mrs. Cameron Napier {ll. She suives 10 keep its modest
garden in alt white llowers, a theme garden with a 1ouch of 1I9th century
sadness. Once locaied near our Civic Center, it now stands exaaly
where the Omsiead Broihers recommiended — adjacent 10 our lovely
Capitol Building.

Qur Cupitol Building is gicanung roi the 3.3 miillion dobas recenly
spent in exienior restoration. This 1851 Staie House, wilh its thiee Tawsr
wings, is currenily undergoing a long overdue, 16 million doltar interior
resiofalion. Alier iwo years ol researcty, led by Mr. Robent Gamble ol e
Hisiorical Comnmission, it will be une of the most thoroughly docu-
menied resiorations ol any Staie House in the U.S. The landscape plan
{ur ttus building was done by Mary walion Upchurch, AS.LA., a Monl-
gomery nalive. i is on display wiih our educational exhibits.

This 10ut also takes you by viie of ihe most profound Spos ik ihe ciy -
the muhi-storied winler Building, which stands adjacent 10 our large cisi
iron tourwain al Coun Square. From the second story ielegraph oflice ol
ihis building in 1865, Ihe message was seni (o fire on Fon Suries, begin-
ning a revolution ihal would lorever alier the Southem way of lile.

AL lhis very spot, nearly KO years laier. a bus driver asked a black
wornan 10 move to the back of the bus. She refused. beginning another
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1evoluion thi would radwally alicn the Soullh — (he second coninuing
where the st e oll,

1or those less inclined, or 105 whori ihis is all old hat, we have prepaicd
a4 second driving ourn, {alunng gardens in Monigomery — some old,
501N hew; some karge, some small; some the work of skilied landscape
archiieas, some the work of plain gardeners expressing their love of
llowers,

Mosi ol ihese gardens are inihe old Cloverdale disirict. Begun in 1892, il
15 the eariiest garden designed residential community in the state. It con-
1ains the house leased by F. Scou Fitzgerald in 1931 while he was wiiling
whal soime consider 1o be his most imponant work, Tender is the Night.

AS you drive around, feel Iree 1o siop and walk in any yard displaying
our fogo. In fac, you'll miss a lot il you don’t. Take as much ime as you
walll, bui be back ai the hotel by 6:00 p.m. for our social hour. Check
oul the educational exhibils while you mingie.

The general theme ol ihe programs ol our vpening banquer is “Fine
Tuning the Period Guiden.” Di. Ed Bridges is a progressive young
Georgia native who is revitalizing and providing capable leadership for
our Depariment of Archives and History. He will lill you in on Alabsma’s
developmenial periods. | will show you soine ool E've used w adapt
hose generalized period plant lisis 10 ik our focale.

SATURDAY

Sdluiday moming we have the pleasure of having Dr. John Floyd o}
Southemn Living Muguzine spesk 10 us on Souihern Gardens, as por-
irayed in a Southem magazine.

Alier a bricl business meeting. we will board the buses for our morning
excursion. we will drive by and siop brietly atiwo notable gardens.

One garden is around ihe Thigpen-Hili House. It was buili in 1895 in a
Greek Revival style [or Dr. Charles A, Thigpen, one of the foremost eye,
car, hose, and throat specialists in the U.S. Auihe time, it was considered
1o have been way oul in the counry. His dougiver, Elizabeth Thigpen
Hill, inherited the house in 1958 and prompily ser aboui developing the
Iwu-acee garden in ihe then-popular azalea and camellia style, with lols
ol wild flowers imenmixed. The house is cutrenity owned by Dr. Teny
‘Treadwell, a vascular surgeon from Texas, and his wife Sheryl wilh iheir
young lamity

Cluser o own s Ihe Ligon House. Built in 1907 lor Gcrlncml Roben Ligon,
o, itis considered one of ihe iwo moslt imponant houses of Ihe Greek
Kevival style in Alabama. it was sold 10 the Slale in 1950 (o serve as the
olliial Executive Mansion. s inagnilicent, spacious, ceremonial spaces
e well worth coming back and going ihrough. In 1972, it underwent ex-
wnsive restoralion, and the present landscape daies from that period. 4

nuw uecupics alhost a whiole aty block and successiully ndes o 30-car
paking o1, For ihe fust Cighi years, ihis compound and ihe Capiol Com-
plex have been suputvised by o prolessiotial honicuiural graduaie ton
ihe first lime. M. Danny Percival keeps ihese arcas looking bener than
they ever have.

Qur ulliaie desiinagtion is ihe Tall Siee Tistonc Distog, swhicn will be
having iheir annual “Hullabaloo™ his weekend. Be sure 16 go thiough
the Ordeman-Shaw Complex. s a very good example ol an 1848 wown-
house of a successful merchiani. Be sure 10 see the line herb garden
maiiained by Judy Youngblood, vur Federated Garden Clubs President.

Be sure 1o Jouk it the Grange all @ the exhibit for our meeting —
“Alabaima: Her People, Houses, and Gardens.” Allr sceing ihie poneer
coliage, the early church, Lucas Tavern, and ihe school house, we will
board our buses again for a leisurely box lunch in br. Ed Givhan's
garden.

we will board the buses again @i 3:00 p.n. 101 0ut dliCHoon eXCursion
1o Millbrouk. Our (irsy slop is Lanark Plavation — ihe hotne ol wikey and
Isabell Hill, Jr. UL (We drove by his mother's garden this moming.)
Isabell Thll 15 a sensitive and comipetent landscape gardener. e lage
walled-garden ol perennials, her azalea and camellia swinuning pool
garden, her nalusalized dattodil hillside wihy us cieck bank, her laige
iellecing lake surrounded on one side by biue hydrangeas, all beiray
ihe touch of a dedicated plani lover with up-lo-date varieues. tasiciully
displayed.

ACross 1he lake 15 the Peylon Bibb House, which tuncuons us a gutst
house. Built in the 1820°s by the brother of an early Atabarma goveror,
the propeny was puichased by Or. Charles Thigpen, M. Hill's grund-
father. On & wrellis, along the second swory, 1S a Wisiesia thal has 1o be ihe
oldesi and biggest in ihe Stae.

Our nexi Siop is 10 see the native azalea collecion ol John Weekly, o
retieed railfoad man. His tour-aore gacden is ypical ol the cowless
dedicaied plant embusiasis in our Staie. As he naveled the rals, he
would spot native azaleas in blovm. On his sewm wip, he usually would
Sop the tdin, 1y the planis, and come back laier 10 dig them up.
Needless w say. ihis is a breailiaking springtime garden!

Oui last 510p is Jasinune Hill Gardens, @ moutiiain reireat ol Ben and Mary
Filzpatick. They sold his chiain ot i7 deparunent stores just betore ine
Lepiession and occupied the remaning yeais inaking countless uips w
ihe American Classical School in Greece w siudy sculpure and an. This
lovely 17-acte garden, developed inihe 20°s and 30°s, serves as the
backdrop for nurmerous pieces of Medierranean an, including an exact
copy of he lemple of Hera. The garden contains so much an, we advise
you 10 read he six-page brochure before you comme of you will miss a
great deal.

Our eveninig meal 1s o be served in ihe 1830 early seulers house, used ds
ahome by hie Filzpairieks. Lovking much like it did when ihey boughin
i, it hias @ cosmopolitan air at Lits in well wilh e Imenu we've selecied
from Ihe Swiss chel who supervises Ihe Kichen.

The buses will tske us back 10 the huiel tor 3 inuch-needed rest alic ow Y
meal. ‘.‘

SUNDAY

Sunday's pace is very leisuiely . You wie jo have bieahlasi un your owii.
You might want 10 pick up one ol e iwo driving ours you missed on
Fiiday.

Late i the (OB we encoutage you 1o diive 10 niles (0 Lowndes-
bolo, wesi of Monigomery. By a special arrangertient, their pilgrimage
houses will open 101 us al noon. Lowndesboro is & truly unique rursl
village, leasred recently in Southemn Living. Few places can give you
ihe sense ol those early agriculiural communities with their elegat, big
houses aid woods and lanmiand.

On ihe outskins of the conuunity 15 "Rostwood,” one ol our besi
preserved carly landscapes. This 1855 raised coiage plantaiion home
was buill by Dr. Hardy Vickers Wouien. He planied a ehenry laurel hedge
in the shapt ol @ "W i roni ol the house. Continuously inhabied
since 4 was buill, 1 was inticnted by g daugtuer, then by her nephiew
by mamage — 4 Meadows — and tinally by his daughier, who conven-
ientlly mardied a Williams. So the "W shaped hedge semams 1o ihis
day.

Une viher plant imaienal ol nole 18 a 20° Star Magnoha hat shiould be in
bloon lur us. We are mosi lotlunaie 10 have Mis. Lilyclaire williains
oprh ihis privale garden 1o us.

There ate no canng plaees i Lowndesburo, so sandwiches dic beng
sold by the fadies inihe ““Tea Roomn™ — the educanonal building of the
lovely old Episcopal Church. Buili in 1857, 1 has been keph much hke it
looked when it was buill. You really must siick your head in. The
youngest church in mis cotmmunity is alieady 100 years old. One ol
ihem even has ihe copper plaie cupola o ihe dirst Alsbama Staie
House buiki in Cahaba in the 1830°s.

CONCLUSION

well, ihicre you have a preview 0l our eniire annual neeing, We're ical-
ly excited aboul il. This ought 1 whel your appetiie. We will be sending
detailed information laier.

Make your plans w come spend a delighiul Spiing weekend with us,
here in Alabama.
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